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Back Bay condo features
much architectural detail

BY MONICA COLLINS
CORRESPONDENT

Back Bay condominium with sturdy
A\/"lctorian bones and luxurious mod-
ern flourishes is a gem located in a
five-unit building at the corner of Fairfield
Street and Commonwealth Avenue.
Marilyn Brandt of Hammond Residential
Real Estate is marketing Unit 2 for $1.85 mil-
lion.

Before you even enter the 2,006-square-foot
condominium, you must pass through the
front door of the building at 29 Fairfield St.

An elegant Romanesque arch shelters the
stone stairway leading to the heavy wooden
front door. The portal is the original on what was
once a single-occupant mansion in the Back Bay
built in 1876. Linen fold carved decorative relief
on the front door is a lovely vintage detail.

Continued on page 12

| Decorative pillars
grace the entry-
way of Unit 2 at
29 Fairfield St. in
the Back Bay, and
a white glass Vic-
torian chandelier
from an old
Worcester bank
hangs from the
ceiling.
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The living room
of Unit 2 at 249
Marlborough St.
in the Back Bay
| is absolutely
exquisite.
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Grand Back Bay duplex
has two parking spaces

BY JUNE ALBRITTON
CORRESPONDENT

magnificent Back Bay property in a
Asuperb location has just been listed by
Rob Cohen of Boston Realty Advisors.
Meticulously renovated, it is Unit 2 at 249
Marlborough St. with 1,810 +/- square feet of
living space.
Every inch of the duplex has been given care-
ful attention to produce an unforgettable resi-
dence. It has a beautiful living room, an exqui-

site dining room, a versatile family room/break-
fast room/guest room, two full baths, three fire-
places, a stunning chef’s kitchen and a wonder-
ful master bedroom. There are also two deeded
adjacent, off-street parking spaces included in
the $1.424 million price.

The home is one of five condominiums in a
French Academic style brick building with
Queen Anne ornamentation built in 1880. The
firm of Bradlee and Winslow designed this

Continued on page 16

Luxurious loftlike condos
enjoy access to huge deck

BY MARILYN JACKSON
STAFF WRITER

( jolumbus Lofts, a boutique develop-
ment completed three years ago, is
located at 285 Columbus Ave., where

the South End and the Back Bay meet.

This mixed-use complex has 63 condomini-
ums that have been beautifully finished; a

CVS store is on the ground floor. The soaring
ceilings and large windows and open floor
plans are what contribute to their loftlike char-
acteristics.

The building itself was constructed in 1924
in the Classic Revival style. Before it was
redeveloped, the property was home to the
American Red Cross.

Continued on page 18

The residences at
Columbus Lofts,
285 Columbus
Ave,, in the South
End, have direct
elevator access to
the spacious roof
deck. The sweep-
ing views extend
to Marina Bay in
Quincy.

COURTESY PHOTO /
ELEVIN STUDIOS

LUXURY RENTALS — PAGES 38-39 | L_INK BOSTON HOMES.com




Page 16

BOSTON HOMES: THE COMPLETE GUIDE e www.linkbostonhomes.com

Week ot July 16 - 22, 2011

Back Bay duplex has three wood-burning flrep

Continued from page 1

building for Otis Norcross.

It is unclear whether the original owner was
the former mayor of Boston, who died in
1882, or his son Otis (1842-1923). The
younger Otis, a graduate of Harvard and Har-
vard Law School, was the owner when he had
the mansard roof removed and replaced by a
parapet wall in 1916.

Beneath the second floor windows and in
the center of the pediment above the front door
are beautiful brick designs.

A black cast iron fence encloses the front gar-
den where Lenten roses have been blooming
since spring and astilbe, coral bells, ladies man-
tle, and day lilies have just started blooming.

A cast iron fence with a center gate also
encloses the brick paved plaza in front of the
home. Front stairs run from the plaza to the
parlor level of the home. A second entrance to
Unit 2 is through a door beneath the stairs.

The lobby on the parlor level is beautiful.
The white marble floor lined with pink marble
and the paneled wainscoting walls are original.
A staircase and an elevator in the lobby lead to
other units.

Handsome double doors in the lobby open
to Unit 2.

Inside, the immediate reaction is “wow.”
The floors of white marble veined in gray have
insets of black slate. To the right, white Tuscan
columns separate the dining room from the
hallway that leads on to the family room.

Ahead, a beautiful stairwell goes down to
the lower level. To the left the marble floor

changes to hardwood in a herringbone pat-
tern in the elegant living room. The walls of
the entry hallway are beautifully hand-paint-
ed to look like antique silk wallpaper.

The living room is amazing. Gorgeous, extra
wide decorated crown molding circles the ceil-
ing. The angled bay at the front of the building
is so large that the baby grand piano there
looks small. The three large windows in the
bay let in much light and give views up and
down Marlborough Street. A wood-burning
fireplace is surrounded by an elegantly pat-
terned marble mantelpiece.

The dining room is reminiscent of a French
palace. The coffered ceiling has white beams
and silver-leafed centers. Large mirrors divid-
ed by white pilasters reflect the columns, the
marble floor, the crystal chandelier, the painted
hallway wall, and the coffered ceiling.

In the hallway, what looks like a solid wall
hides the door to a full marble bath.

The versatile family room is also lovely.
‘What appears to be a custom carpet covers the
floor. A sofa bed sits between and under built-
in cabinets and bookcases. Two matching
sconces above the sofa provide extra light for
reading.

In the next wall, the wood-burning fireplace
is surrounded by a black marble mantelpiece
veined in gray. Above it is a 50-inch HD flat-
screen television that is included in the sale.

More built-ins are in the fireplace wall and
across from it, and opposite the sofa wall, a
bay holds a built-in banquette seating area
where informal meals or board games can be
enjoyed.

The family room, which is adjacent to the spacious kitchen, can serve as a
breakfast room as well.

Address: 249 Marlborough St., Unit 2,
Back Bay

BR/BA: One-plus bedroom, two baths
Size: 1,810 +/- square feet

Age: 1880; 1986; 2006

Price: $1.424 million

Size: 1,810 +/- square feet

Condo fee: $505 per month
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The mirrored dining room reflects the columns and crystal chandelier, further enhanced by the silver

leaf in between the ceiling coffers.

A wide doorway opens to the beautiful
kitchen. The custom white wooden cabinets
are paneled. Some of the appliances — an
ASKO dishwasher, a Scotsman ice machine
and a Sub-Zero refrigerator/freezer — are pan-
eled to match the cabinets.

The Thermador range with top gas burners
and the wall-mounted microwave are white to

DETAILS

Taxes: $13,854 (FY 2011 with residential
exemption)

Features of building: Charming front gar-
den, beautiful lobby, brick paved back park-
ing area, elevator.

Features of unit: Elegant living space with
spectacular living room, amazing dining
room, versatile family room; three wood-
burning fireplaces; wall-mounted 50-inch HD
television and Dolby surround sound; beauti-
ful chef’s kitchen with top appliances; luxuri-
ous master suite with spa-like marble bath;

The carpeted family room features a wood-burning fireplace with a mantel-
piece of black marble veined in gray. The 50-inch HD flat-screen television is
included in the sale.

laundry closet and cedar closet; Gemini
Computerized Security System; two zones
of forced air heating and air conditioning; two
off-street adjacent parking spaces.

Close by: The Public Garden, the Com-
monwealth Avenue Mall, Newbury Street
shops and restaurants, Arthur Fiedler Foot-
bridge to the Esplanade, MBTA transporta-
tion; easy access to Routes 90 and 93.

Contact: Robert Cohen, Boston Realty
Advisors, 745 Boylston St., Boston, MA
02116. Phones: 617-375-7900 (office) or
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blend into the panorama. White marble veined
in gray covers the countertops.

The sumptuous master bedroom suite on the
second level includes a built-in bookcase, a
bay with three large windows covered with
plantation shutters, a wood-burning fireplace,
hardwood floors and specialty closets, includ-
ing one containing a built-in chest and another
that is cedar-lined.

A walk-in closet with hanging rods on one
side and shelving on the other leads to the en
suite master bath. The spa-like marble bath has
twin basins on each side of the sitting area of
the vanity that is covered with marble.

A deep whirlpool-soaking tub has additional
jets at the end that provide back massages. A
glass wall is between the tub and the separate
marble shower.

A door in the bedroom leads to the exterior
door beneath the front stairs. In the hall outside
the bedroom, a closet holds the Maytag Nep-
tune clothes washer and dryer.

Another door leads to the common hall-
way going to the back door of the building
where two tandem parking spaces belong to
this unit.

An elevator in the hallway allows groceries
to be easily carried from the car to the kitchen
level.

This property may be seen by
appointment.
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617-962-0142 (cell).

Websites: www.bradvisors.com or
www.robbcohen.com



