A wealth of p

Expo hall's future
in doubt if shows go
to convention center

By Robert 'reer
[ote gEe st n e TR

DORCHESTER — High rise condo-
minfums overlooking Boston Harbor,
Boston office space withowt the down-
W rents or ardieous cormmnte, A sabur-
Bn=gtybe shappdng center im the cite

Tt possible reuses for the Baysilo Ex-
o Cenber in Dorchester aro many aod
viried, necording to Boston area :runl [
1k professionals,

"It an exceptional she” salld Willian
“Buzx’ Constable, principal of AW, Tery,
4 Bogton and South Shore development
firme, =it as spectacular aooiss fnom the
highway and from transit, It's close
enaough b be associated with the South
Begten eighiboreod, smd abvlowsly, i
Tang the wabarfrone™

Bayalde's future as host for Eriele
Slaiwes i eorventions & ap o the oy fol-

lewrlng Governar Mitt Romney's slnlag

of Jeglslation that allows the rival Bostoen
Conventlon & Exhibition Center 10 laold
the kind of “gate show™ gatherings that
ane the Bayzide’s broad and butter, sucl s
&r Al boat shows.

The privately mvned Expo Contor 13 re-
adseasing its futuee now that it must comn-
pete witln e heavily subsidbaed and
state-gwatgel eopvention center.

Spokeswoinan Catherlne C'Nelll suld,
Ihe ehange in the law will eertadnly
change the mate show rmarket In'ome nrea
ovier the next several vears, and snee that
B ol hing we simply ean't contmal, it
nay make sense to begin looking in new
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directions forahe futune wso of this facil-

“The Expo Center [3 o0 Docchester’s Co-
lembla Polnt, Just off Morrisseyr Boole-
ward and the Southeast Eiprosswins TEis s
shiort wulk from the TR/ Undass Red Line
rapid transit statkon, Mol S ey i the
University of Musnelsiss-1oston eam-
pus, Boston College Hlsh Sclibel, Joha 1,
Frennedy Likbrary, Ssith Bay shopplng
center, and South Eodon’s Carson Beach,

e Bayshde Expo Center was baill in

the carly 1980 on e site of an abian.
el shopping center, near the Colum-
v Pedent pubilie housing peapect.

While Inyside’s ovmers are not talking
about what they wiould do with the peop-
erly, otherd in the Teal estato community
sabd novarlety ofuses can suecoed theey,

Developor Petor T O'Connell, who
buaflt nnaed povs mmnnpges most of the Mol
na Bay wilerfront complex in neighibors
ing Quiney and was codeveloper of the
Bayside Expo Center, said he belloves

BIATTHEW I, |r|.~:.|-:m| LTARF

The Bayside Expu Crnwr. sitling on prime wuterfront land in Dorchester, ling seen syuel v en:] 2iElils as Halloween
Ehouls, custom cars, college graduates, show dogs, spring flowers, and baby races.

housing would be the most sucoessful
(1578

Tt soclos: to Boston, It 15a great spot
for residential development,” he said.
O'Connell estimated the slte eould necom-
fricclabe LS00 Tetasing wnls.

Although Taside Expo nppenrs to sit
oy Lhe harbor at the end of Corsen Beach,
e site is nottechnbenl by waterfront prop-
erty, ag lera Iz a landscaped section of
e Harborwalk between Btand the hay.

Constable sald the property would be

ossibilities for Bayside

ezl Fon A miged-use development orjents
el to the neachy teansil station, Te envis
alomed o hlend of honsing, offioes, mm.J
and pessihly ahotel.

1 can't Imagine & betbar gronned- u]:
slte in Bogtom,” Conetable said.

Jasom 5 "f"n_ ‘elsaman, foundar and prin:
clpal of Braton REﬂ]'l‘jl' Advlsors, said a
"ifestyle conter® shopplng phass would he
sppropriate for the site. The upscale das

volopmont would have restanrants @

muvie thootor, o natural foods grocery;

and other high-end stores, according 1o

Weissmion, whost firm is i large real -'5-
tike brokene,
*The inner urban Boston eore i 11:raJ

dher-pebailid row sl Feissmon, "This s

an ip=and=eoming aeei, It would dow

peapde from Quiney, Seuth Boston, Er.uu- ;

trae, Dorchestes, and Roxbucy”

Welssman sald theve alzso could e

npartments ahove the stores — a fealire

of soimie newer lifestyle centers, wiichvats -

tempt o mimic the deslzn of L'r'ulll.mn*u.'l

dowmtoams,

Cathy Thompzsan, principal anﬂ. .

founder of the Boston commerclal teal és-

tute brokorpge GVA Thompson Doyle ©

Henngessey & Stevens, thinks the site 1&
besst suited for nEAces,

Y Jamge user of office spacs would ba,
vary interested in’ that site)” sajd
Thompson, *ILeoild be a good, affordable -
oprtion b0 the inancial distoick, TUs & b
enctigh site thal pou coald offes p.n-lunp: :

and other amenities”
Themps=on sald 1teould be a good I-ﬁ-t“u

tion' for & back office financlal operation; -

“Tt might be mare for users who ara 'i'mth

Ehore oricnted,” she snid. !

Roebert Preer can b-, regehed ur
@ piokecom,



